S | L E N T Vl G | L In front of Borough Hall Monday nights from

5:30-6:30. This vigil is silent and peaceful
in the Quaker tradition. Feel free to join us.

F O R P E AC E Bring a candle and a peaceful sign if you
wish.

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can
make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee.
-- Marian Wright Edelman

September 26, 2003

CENSUS BUREAU POVERTY DATA INDICATE INCREASING HARDSHIP

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, the U.S. Census Bureau released its annual reports on income and poverty,
as well as a report on experimental measures of poverty. The data show what has been known for the past
three years — more and more families are struggling to make ends meet. Among the key findings from the
reports:

e The number of people in poverty increased by 1.7 million, to nearly 35 million in 2002, raising the
official poverty rate from 11.7% in 2001 to 12.1% in 2002.

e The number of children in poverty increased by nearly one-half million children so that in 2002,
16.7% of children were poor. Children under 6 living in female-headed households were
particularly vulnerable to poverty, 48.6% were poor.

e The number of people living in “severe” poverty (those with incomes below 50% of the poverty line)
increased from 13.4 million in 2001 to 14.1 million in 2002.

e The poverty rate increased for married-couple families (from 4.9% in 2001 to 5.3% in 2002) and
remained very high for female-headed families at 26.5%.

e Median household money income declined in 2002 to $42,400 ($500 less than the 2001 level).

e The Midwest was the only region showing a decline in median household income, and was also the
only region to have an increase in its poverty rate between 2001 and 2002.

e The South continues to have the lowest median household income and the highest poverty rate.
The data mark the end of the economic growth and prosperity experienced during the late 1990’s. While
the nation experienced historically low rates of poverty and high incomes in 2000, median income has
decreased each year since that year and roughly three million more people have fallen into poverty.
Unfortunately, the hardship has continued even through the economic recovery. Since the recession
officially ended, in November 2001, the economy has lost over 1.1 million jobs. Of the 1.7 million people
who were added to the ranks of the poor in 2002, over one million were working age people (between the
ages of 18 and 64) and 1.2 million lived in the suburbs. The data points to the increasing phenomena of
working class or professional suburbanites losing their jobs, remaining unemployed longer, and ultimately,
slipping into poverty.

In addition, the disparities in poverty and income based on race, ethnicity, and citizenship, which seemed to
be narrowing during the time of prosperity, remain very large. In 2002, only 8% of Whites were poor, while
roughly 21%, 22%, and 24% of non-citizens, Hispanics, and Blacks, respectively were poor. Also, the
median income of Whites ($46,900) was roughly $15,000 higher than that of African Americans ($29,177)
and Hispanics ($33,103). Non-citizen households experienced a very sharp decline in median income from
$35,366 in 2001 to $33,980 in 2002.


http://www.workingforchange.com/go.cfm?href=http://www.workingforchange.com/article.cfm?itemid=14750&area=quoteoftheday

While the data on poverty in 2002 are alarming, the current measure of poverty is largely outdated and
underestimates the real hardship experienced by families. In fact, a large proportion of minority families
have low-incomes that keep them on the brink of poverty; 58.5% of Black children and 61.7% of Hispanic
children live in families with incomes below 200% of the official poverty line. Also, the nation’s mayors are
reporting a rise of nearly 20% in requests for emergency food assistance and emergency shelter. In
addition, roughly 30% of Americans spend more than the government’s suggested proportion of their
income (30%) on housing costs, up from 27.5% in 1999.

These data should clarify the need for the nation’s leaders to respond to the concerns of the growing
number of people falling behind due to misguided policies that have raised the budget deficit and cost
Americans their jobs. As Stephanie Robinson, Esq. National Director for Public Policy for the Center for
Community Change advised, “Policy makers must look beyond today’s data and acknowledge the real
people these growing numbers represent. Politicians must no longer take for granted the poor. Their ranks
are growing and they are increasingly dissatisfied with lawmakers on both sides of the aisle who have yet
to adequately respond to the economic woes of Americans.”

We can call our politicians and ask them to raise the minimum wage, put more money into affordable day
care, job training and other social programs that can help halt the rise of poverty in this country. Investing
in our own citizens is a much better way to spend our money than on subsidizing other countries’ militaries,
or developing new nuclear weapons.

Call your senators today and tell them to support programs that help combat poverty instead of more
weapons.

Hillary Rodham Clinton 212-688-6262
780 3rd Ave - 26th floor
NY, NY 10017

Charles Schumer 212-486-4430
757 3rd Ave., Ste. 1702
NY, NY 10017

Vito Fossella 718-356-8400
4434 Amboy Road
Staten Island, NY 10312



